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ture. *You may go now and meditate. I have interceded
for you with Brahma.'*
"Immeasurably uplifted, I returned to my home. In
meditation that night, the burning Goal of my life was
achieved. Now I ceaselessly enjoy the spiritual pension.
Never from that day has the Blissful Creator remained
hidden from my eyes behind any screen of delusion."
Pranabananda's face was suffused with divine light. The
peace of another world entered my heart; all fear had
fled. The saint made a further confidence.
"Some months later I returned to Lahiri Mahasaya and
tried to thank him for his bestowal of the infinite gift.
Then I mentioned another matter.
"'Divine Guru, I can no longer work in the office.
Please release me. Brahma keeps me continuously in-
toxicated.
" "Apply for a pension from your company/
" 'What reason shall I give, so early in my service?*
" 'Say what you feel.'
**The next day I made my application. The doctor
inquired the grounds for my premature request.
" *At work, I find an overpowering sensation rising in
my spine. It permeates my whole body, unfitting me for
the performance of my duties.'f
* God in His aspect of Creator: from Sanskrit root brih, to ex-
pand. When Emerson's poem "Brahma" appeared in the Atlantic
Monthly in 1857, most of the readers were bewildered. Emerson
chuckled, "Tell them," he said, "to say 'Jehovah* instead of
'Brahma' and they will not feel any perplexity."
t In deep meditation, the first experience of Spirit is on the
altar of the spine, and then in the brain. The torrential bliss
is overwhelming, but the yogi learns to control its outward mani-
festations.
At the time of our meeting, Franabananda was,, indeed, a fully
illumined master. But the closing days in his business life had
occurred many years earlier; he had not then become irrevo-
cably established in nirbikalpa samadhl In that perfect and un-
shaJcable state of consciousness, a yogi finds no difficulty in per-
forming any of his worldly duties.
After his retirement, Pranabananda wrote Pranab Gita, a pro-*
found 'commentary on the Bhazavad-Gita in Hindi and Bengali,